Check out our newest Event!!
VA4WDA Winter November 2018

December 1, 2018
2pm – 6pm
1630 General Booth Blvd, Virginia Beach
Join us December 1st at Warriors Taphouse
for Jeep Peeps Winter Chill.
VA4WDA members receive a 30%
discount on all Omix-ADA parts, including
Rugged Ridge, Alloy USA, Precision Gear,
and Outland Automotive.
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Letter from Jesse L Schneirla, VA4WDA President
VA4WDA Members,
We had our 2018 VA4WDA Trail Ride (VTR) at Oak Ridge Estate after weathering two registration periods
due to a small storm named Flo. The VA4WDA BOD made the decision to postpone the event as family safety
was more important at the time.
This year marks the first year VA4WDA ran the event after Tidewater Fourwheelers
asked if we would like to take it over after 25 successful years. I want to thank Tidewater
for their support and dedication through the years as this event has grown from a small
group running the George Washington National Forest, to what it is today.
Looking back to July when we opened the registration for the first time on the 14th we
sold 175 tickets in 45 minutes and then the rest sold in five days. At times we thought the
website crashed. Then we planned, purchased and had things all packed and ready to go and..... then this
Hurricane came into the picture and “rained on our parade” as my grandfather would say. So we regrouped and
offered refunds for those that couldn’t make the makeup date. Then when the dust settled we opened the
registration again. Yes the numbers were down this year but I want to thank all that hung with us and hope you
all had a great time at the event.
When we took over the event we were way behind the curve so we reached out to
our wonderful business members for support and they came up big! If you stayed for
the raffle you saw we had some quality prizes to give away. 5 sets of tires thanks to
Southern Jeep Norfolk, Willow Lawn Service Center, and Aylett Tire! I don’t want to
forget the membered clubs that also stepped up and came with a bunch more quality
prizes for the raffle. All I know is I’m going to have Kelly Smith buy my tickets next
year!
We opened the gates Thursday at 2pm and welcomed participants, checked them in (thanks Peter Farrell,
Doe Lassen, and Lynn Gilbert) and watched them set up camp for the weekend. Friday morning was cloudy and
we had the drivers meeting with no incident and then the sky’s opened up and it rained until 2am Saturday. As it
brought for some entertaining wheeling it also made the camping field a mess. All made it back wet, muddy,
tired and full of stories to share. And don’t forget the smiles. Saturday morning was wet but there was no rain.
Even though the trails still were muddy everyone had another great day. Heck around noon we even saw the sun
and it warmed up. Dinner was served around 4:30 prepared once again by Diana
Gilbert and her crew. Raffle ticket sales started. We had our business members in
attendance get up and talk to the masses and then the party started around 6pm.
Thanks to MPJAI for manning the trash receptacles during and after the raffle.
First the kids had a raffle and some great remote control prizes were given out.
Then they lead us in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance. Then we moved on to
handing out raffles prizes for quite a while. It was great seeing all those smiles as they carried away their goods.
Then when the raffle was over many went back to bon fires to converse with others and laugh at stories from
the weekend. Sunday morning we all cleaned up and headed for home. I want to
thank everyone and MPJAI for making sure the camping field was clean prior to
leaving.
I hope to see everyone at next year’s event!
Jesse
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Letter from Sandy Schneirla, VA4WDA Vice President
Fron Jeff at Open Air Jeeps:
Jeep Peeps Winter Chill at Warriors Taphouse, December 1st 2-6pm
Open Air Jeeps is proud to partner with Warriors Taphouse and VA4WDA to bring you an afternoon of Jeep
fun and an amazing parts discount opportunity. Please join us December 1st at Warriors Taphouse for Jeep
Peeps Winter Chill from 2pm to 6pm. VA4WDA members receive a 30% discount on all Omix-ADA parts,
including Rugged Ridge, Alloy USA, Precision Gear, and Outland Automotive. Omix-ADA is the world’s
largest independent manufacturer of Jeep parts and accessories, and their entire Rugged Ridge product line is
covered by an industry leading 5 year warranty. If you need a Jeep part, from 1941 to 2018, you’ll find it
here. If you’ve been looking at a repair, upgrade, or swap here’s your opportunity to save some serious
money. Looking for a perfect Christmas gift for your Jeep friend or loved one - with 20,000 parts available,
now is the time! To preview potential savings, take 30% off any part: http://www.omix-ada.com/. All orders
qualify for an additional 5% savings through the Omix-ADA annual rebate.
Warriors Taphouse offers indoor and outdoor seating, a full lunch/dinner menu, and more than 50 craft beers
and wine. Warriors Taphouse is located at 1630 General Booth Blvd in Virginia Beach, VA. There is plenty of
parking so bring your Jeep(s) and let us be the judge. Awards for the newest Jeep (c’mon JL owners!), oldest
Jeep (anyone older than a CJ?), nicest Jeep (wow!), naughtiest Jeep (??), best holiday Jeep (no Grinches!!!) and,
of course, the ugliest Jeep (it’s still a Jeep!!!) Good fun, meet-n-greet, Jeep talk, parts and promotional giveaways, awards, and a 50/50 drawing! Come on out and have some Jeep fun!
Open Air Jeeps and Warriors Taphouse are veteran owned businesses. Many years ago we took an oath to
support and defend the freedoms that we all hold dear. Our own active duty time has ended, but we will never
forget the men and women who stand the watch today, or sacrifices that so many have made in defense of this
country. All raffle proceeds support our nation’s fallen and combat wounded veterans, and their remarkable
families. See the flyer in this newsletter edition.
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Letter from Russ Murphy, VA4WDA Secretary
29th Maine Mountain Jeep Jamboree
I had the pleasure of attending the 29th annual Maine Mountain Jeep Jamboree
held in the small town of Bethel Maine each year during the first week in
October. Although this year was moved back a week to the end of September.
This was an all-inclusive event meaning we got two great days of wheeling with
breakfast and dinner at the Bethel Inn and packed for us by the kids from Telstar
High School.
Check in was done starting around 5 on Thursday afternoon, with each jeep
going through an inspection to see what type of modification had been done to
each vehicle as well as the mandatory equipment required by Jeep Jamboree. Once everything was completed it
was off to the conference center at the Bethel Inn to pick which trails you were going to run on Friday and
Saturday. One could only run trails that the inspectors from the Western Maine Jeepers thought your vehicle
would be capable of doing. Which they had an evaluation sheet that had to be turned in when selecting trails. As
it turned out the little XJ could run up to a difficulty level of 7.
Friday’s trail was the Moose Run. The run was the easier of the two days,
figured I’d run the trails that way since it rained all day Wednesday and again
Thursday night. For those of you that have been to Oak Ridge and been on Findlay
Ridge that trail was very similar just a lot more mud and a few less rocks. With hills
being just as steep. Spent most of the day enjoying the wonderful scenery on trails
that were not very difficult for a well built.
Saturday’s trail was the Stonewall trail which proved to be much more difficult
than Friday’s. There was an over abundance of steep CJ5 hill like climbs that were covered in a very sticky mud
like substance that required a lot of tire speed to keep things moving along. Having only 31-inch tires made
things quite a bit more challenging for me, but lockers front and rear proved to be most helpful. Everyone
whose was from the local area appeared to be running a very skinny 34 and up tire. And yes, I got stuck when I
followed the trail guide into a nasty section of the trail, in my defense the bypass was not shown to anyone until
after I was well past it.
Saturday ended with a very nice dinner at the Bethel Inn which in my case was
lobster and mussels. You could have had roast beef, but I was in Maine so lobster
it was. After dinner was over it was back to the conference center for a small
awards presentation a few cocktails with lots of great conversations with all who
were there.
For those who have never attended a Jeep Jamboree as a participant, I highly
recommend attending one of the many held throughout the country each year. It’s
very nice to just be able to sit back and let the organizers do what they do. In fact I
am already planning to attend next year’s event.
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John H. Hunt, II, AIC, CFE, Owner, Big Dogs Offroad (BDO), Cell - (410) 440-3670 9 AM – 9 PM
Email - johnhuntpilot@yahoo.com, Website - www.bigdogsoffroad.com. Est. 1990 USA
All Big Dog events have – food vendor, hot showers 24/7, 52 electrical campsites, toilets & sinks, RV dump station, air
compressor. 3,000 ft drop in total trail elevation. 4 large mountains, 3 large lakes, real nice sandy beach, and 600 yard
shooting range. All Big Dog events benefit Humane Society, ASPCA, BARC animal Rescue Centers, Gore Volunteer
Fire Dept (GVFD) and Quantico Marine Base.

Dec 8 Big Snatch Toys for Tots, Gore, VA - Open to the public All benefits go to Quantico Marine Base
Toys for Tots program.
Scholarship – Big Dogs Annual College College Scholarship Program
Introduction – Big Dogs Offroad (BDO) is pleased to offer a $1,000 scholarship for one student annually if so
qualified. A check or cash will be given.
Name – Big Dogs Offroad Annual College Scholarship (BDOACS)
Criteria – To a high school student who has at least a 2.0 GPA. The student who has the highest GPA win.
Must be the child of a current four wheeler in the mid-atlantic region, Virginia, Maryland, DC, WV and
Delaware, etc.
Juniors in high school may win but, have to wait until their senior spring year to receive the award. Seniors
have priority over Juniors.
Submissions to John Hunt, owner of Big Dogs Offroad at johnhuntpilot@yahoo.com
The annual winner (s) be announced at Big Dogs Spring Fling in June of that year for June graduation.

2018 Virginia Four Wheel Drive Association Board of Directors
President: Jesse Schneirla, president@va4wda.org
Vice President: Sandy Schneirla, vicepresident@va4wda.org
Treasurer: Paul Szabo, treasurer@va4wda.org
Secretary: Russ Murphy, secretary@va4wda.org
Member-at-Large 1: John Nachman, memberatlarge1@va4wda.org
Member-at-Large 2: Chad Thompson, memberatlarge2@va4wda.org
Member-at-Large 3: Gerald Hall, memberatlarge3@va4wda.org
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Letter from Ted Dinwiddie at Overland Experts
Hello from Overland Experts!
Sorry to have missed the Annual Trail Ride at Oak Ridge this year, but the reschedule overlapped with other
important life events (Ted’s wedding). I hope the Superwinch Talon and day of recovery training we donated to
the raffle made someone happy. Please contact OEX if you would like to get on the schedule or have any
questions.
Safe recovery practices and gear are pretty important aspects of off-road driving. You should know your
gear’s load ratings. You should know the weight of your rig as it sits on the trail. You should have some idea of
the Total Resistance that needs to be overcome for a given recovery to ensure the proper use of your gear and
avoid catastrophe. Recovery is the most dangerous thing we do in our hobby. Certainly, there are some sketchy
driving situations, but when it is time to apply external force to our rig to move it from a position from which it
cannot move itself, the game changes. There several basic ways we can apply this force. One is by hooking
another vehicle to the stuck vehicle. What gear do you use in this instance? Are the attachment points on both
rigs adequate for the force to be applied? Another way to apply this force is with a winch. Is the winch attached
to the stuck vehicle or are you winching with another vehicle? What is the winch’s rated capacity? A winch is at
maximum pull strength when the line is extended to the last layer on the drum. What kind of winch line? Are
there enough wraps to hold the line on the drum? Seven wraps for wire rope and 11 wraps for synthetic. Each
layer stacked on the drum reduces winch capacity by almost 10%. Where is the winch being connected? Are
you using any pulleys? Pulleys can be rigged a variety of ways to provide mechanical advantage and redirect
the pulling force. Are you familiar with these differences? And lastly, sometimes the force to be applied needs
to lift the vehicle off an obstruction before it can move. Do you carry a jack? What kind of jack is it? A Hi-Lift
jack or other farmers jack can be very useful. Can you operate it safely? Are you aware of the many possible
ways to use a Hi-Lift jack?
Overland Experts exists to help answer these questions and many others. Let us know if we can help.
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Middle Peninsula Jeep Association Inc News, Charles Sikes President
Happy Autumn everyone!! It has been another busy quarter here at Middle Peninsula Jeep Association, Inc.
(MPJAI). I could get creative and provide you with an embellished write-up regarding the past three months
but hey, why do that when I can boar you with statistics? 😊
Here we go. Our VDOT Adopt-a-Spot highway clean-up program netted six large bags of trash picked up
by a total of 24 individuals. That was roughly 36 man-hours put to good use for a great cause of helping to keep
our environment clean.
MPJAI voted in and welcomed 9 new members during the monthly meetings this quarter. These meetings
saw an average club attendance of 26 members with a total of 9 visitors. The club also purchased its first major
piece of equipment this quarter. It is a 5’ x 8’ enclosed utility trailer for storage and transportation of club
assets. It’s a good looking trailer that will hopefully give the club many years of service and advertisement.
The club held 2 trail rides in August. The first was an exploratory ride to Peters
Mill Run/Taskers Gap OHV system. There was a total of 7 Jeeps and 9 members
present. The group had a great time, both on the trail and around the campfire. The
second trail ride in August was to Potts Mountain. Here we had 15 Jeeps with 21
attendees. If you want a really fun and challenging ride, check out Potts Mountain.
In September, 2 trail rides got postponed because of
hurricane Florence. However, the club made its second
showing at the annual Hampton Cup Regatta, where club members used their Jeeps to
tow competition power boats from the pit area to the waters edge where cranes lifted
the boats off of their trailers and placed them in the water. The Jeeps would then
return and retrieve the power boats after the respective
race, taking them back to the pit for preparation for
follow-on races. MPJAI had 13 Jeeps and 15 members participate in this towing
service. The regatta organizers and the race teams were all impressed with and
appreciative of MPJAI’s support in this event.
October saw the club’s annual Fall Foliage Trail Ride which was held on the
Peters Mill Run/Taskers Gap OHV system. Although the foliage hadn’t yet started
changing, it was still a great weekend and ride with 6 Jeeps and 7 members in attendance. The club also held
it’s annual Halloween Dinner and Campout at the Newport News Park. In
attendance for the dinner was 19 members and 6 Jeeps with 7 of those members
camping in the park and maintaining the now infamous Club Graveyard. There
were ghouls and goblins and witches and old folks (really scary ones) enjoying an
evening of great food, drink, and the traditional playing of Jeff Wayne’s Musical
Version of War of the Worlds. An awesome annual event. October also saw the
club’s participation in the annual VA4WDA Trail Ride as well as the club’s Concurrent Trail Ride. At the VTR
we had 10 Jeeps and 12 members camp and ride the trails at Oak Ridge. For the concurrent, we had 6 Jeeps and
8 members camping on the Piney River South Fork and riding local trails in the GWNF. The concurrent is a
MPJAI event that allows those members who were unable to sign up for the VTR to attend the VTR’s Saturday
evening gala (meal and raffle), by camping nearby and driving to Oak Ridge that evening. Both groups had a
great time with only minor vehicle damage and zero personnel casualties.
It was indeed a busy three months. MPJAI continues to grow and have
great times together out on the trails, at the camp sites, and in town with
local fund raising and community support functions. As always, the club
tries to have something for everyone. MPJAI always welcomes new Jeep
4X4 visitors interested in becoming members as well as those that just want
to
stop in and say high. We meet monthly on the first Thursday of the month at
the
Pomoco Jeep dealership in Newport News. We also have a weekly coffee run to the Dunkin Donuts just past
Pomoco each Saturday from 1000-1200. Come on out and visit us.
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Northern Virginia Jeepers Association, Robyn
The 16th annual Show & Shine is brought to you by the Northern Virginia Jeepers Association.
Where Jeep enthusiasts meet and get to know each other and their vehicles better. We are based in
Northern Virginia, but have Members that originate from: the District of Columbia; Maryland; and Virginia.
You will find a wide range of experience, from people who only want to get together and socialize to
experienced four wheelers.
For the 16th Annual NVJA Show & Shine we will return to the Fauquier County Fairgrounds on June 1,
2019. This has proved to be fantastic year after year; offering ample room for 100+ jeeps to enter the
show and room for many activities. The address for the Fairgrounds is 6209 Old Auburn Rd, Warrenton,
Virginia 20186 and more information will be posted via http://www.nvjajeepshow.com/home.html as the
show date gets closer.

Have you moved?
Send an email to
secretary@va4wda.org
with your new mailing
address information.

Are you on Facebook or
Twitter?
We are!
Search for VA4WDA on
social media and tag us
on your photos.
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Capital City Four Wheelers, Frank Overbey
33rd Annual Surf Fishing Tournament a Huge Success
On the weekend of October 20-21, 2018 the Capital City Four Wheelers held their
Thirty-third Annual Surf Fishing tournament. We had 656 entries, which may be a
record.
Fish were weighed in all categories except 2nd place trout. Lots of fish were caught,
despite adverse weather conditions. Lots of door prizes were given away at the
Tournament meeting, both Saturday and Sunday, thanks to the merchants and
restaurants in the OBX and Richmond area.
Our custom Rod and Reel Raffle raised a new record amount - $4,672. The
proceeds were split between two worthy causes. One, we donated $2336 to Port
Health for the new PORT Hatteras Medical Center (HMC) which will open in midNovember for the treatment and support of alcohol and
opiate addiction. The other half of rod raffle, also $2336,
went to the benefit of a 13 year old local Richmond girl who has been diagnosed with
cancer.
Other local Island charities will be supported once a final accounting of the
Tournament is done and CCFW members have an opportunity to vote on which
charities to support this year.
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Tidewater Broncos, Leslie Bradshaw
Broncos and Beaches
I was fortunate enough (in my opinion anyway) to grow up in the car community. My dad was one of the
early members of our local Shelby Club and Mustang Club. I grew up knowing that those within the car
community are a caring people. But when my husband introduced me to the Bronco community and the 4X4
community, I knew that I was among the most philanthropic, generous people around.
On October 13, 2018, Tidewater Broncos hosted a beach cleanup for Carova
Beach. We had representatives from at least 4 clubs and approximately 80 people of
all ages joined our event. There were about 41 4WD vehicles lined up in the middle
of the beach; many were early and full-sized Broncos. We had Jeeps, trucks and
SUVs as well. We don’t discriminate against those that don’t have the good fortune
to have a Bronco.
After enduring the ravages of 2 hurricanes; Florence and Michael, and multiple rip
currents, the beach was badly in need of some loving care. Our participants worked
hard to collect over 800 lbs. of trash. Sadly, a great deal of what was collected included
bottle tops and balloons with their strings. I wish we could get the message out there
that they are so dangerous for the wildlife! There were broken chairs, rusted barrels, a
broken leaf spring, wire, lumber with nails and more.
After cleaning Carova Beach, we reconvened for lunch and raffles. I can’t say
enough for the vendors that donated for our event this year. We had around 65
companies that donated various prizes; everything from can koozies to gift certificates
for our vehicles. We had some new vendors come on board this year like Forged In
Freedom Creations that donated an awesome cup-a big hit. Metal Rips donated an
American Flag metal piece that was also one of the favorites.
But we had 3 vendors that really went about and beyond to support our event. Colony
Tires, Eastern Truck and Accessories, and North Beach Recovery. Not only did they
donate for our cause, but they had feet on the beach and hands on the trash, doing the
dirty work. I can’t say enough about their dedication to the environment and the 4WD
community.
It was through the support of the vendors and participants; our raffles were able to
raise over $1000 to be donated to the Corolla Wild Horse Foundation and the Carova
Beach Volunteer Fire and Rescue Department. The day began blustery and cloudy. Even
though it was a bit ominous, we had a golden day!
Our event was made successful by the generosity of the 4x4 vendors, the 4x4 community
and the hard work put in by the Tidewater Broncos club members. We already have our
feet on the floor, running, preparing for next year’s event. We hope to make it even more successful than this
year.
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2018 Calendar of Events
Nov 9-11: Fallfest at Virginia International Raceway, 11am-5pm, 1245 Pine Tree Rd Alton VA,
https://www.facebook.com/events/454735848293058/
Nov 11: VETERAN’S DAY
Nov 22: THANKSGIVING DAY
Dec 8-9: Big Snatch Offroad / Big Dogs Toys for Tots Winter Dirt Fest, 9am-5pm, All benefits go to Quantico
Marine Base Toys for Tots, Gore VA,
www.bigdogsoffroad.com
Dec 25: CHRISTMAS DAY
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“Serving Virginia’s four wheelers”
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We welcome our newest Business Member!!
Thank you Independent 4X for your support!
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