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VA4WDA Annual Meeting Minutes
The Virginia Fourwheel Drive Association held our Annual Meeting on March 21, 2021. Our meeting was held
via Zoom this year because of the pandemic. We still had a fairly good turn out even though we could not feed everyone
or offer door prizes.
Our Land Use Director, Mark Mormando, supplied information about our upcoming Earth Day clean up in the
George Washington National Forest. The Glenwood/Peddler District would like our help with some projects. This clean
up will probably happen later this year.
Vice President, Sandy Schneirla, discussed the ongoing law suit that she has on behalf of the Association and
everyone who doesn’t live or own property in Currituck County. The Judge asked for both sides to submit memorandums of law by March 31 so he can research before ruling. We have been in this law suit for 3 years.
Our Newsletter editor, Cyndi Kight, talked about the newsletter and is looking forward to another year. She would
like to get some updates of things going on from the member clubs as well as some interesting stories not necessarily
related to four wheeling. We have switched to a different company for printing and mailing our newsletter.
Our Communications Director, Kevin McDermott, discussed all of our IT stuff. It is all up and running as it should be.
He is seeking a replacement IT person.
Steve Egbert from United Four-wheel Drive Association was a guest speaker. U4WDA are struggling to find volunteers. Steve said they still have a lot of work to do. He let us know that they are split up in regions and that they have a
monthly phone conference.
We have reserved Oak Ridge Estate for the VA4WDA Trail Ride for September 17-19, 2021, and are seeking help with
securing raffle prizes. Please contact Sandy at VicePresident@va4wda.org if you can assist.
Other events this year are, The Beach Clean hosted by Tidewater Broncos is scheduled for October 2. Capital City’s
Surf Fishing Tournament will be held October 16 & 17. Core 4X4 is going to have an event at Peter’s Mill on March 27.
Middle Peninsula has an event coming up at Rausch Creek with more details to follow. Off Camber Crawlers is hosting
an Off-Road 101 course to be held at Gore July 17 and 18.
Ben with Blue Ribbon Coalition told us about BRC preparing to fight some of the things that are going on in the current political administration. They are working with Access Alliance which is a group that works for the benefit for the
disbursed camping folks. (Overlanding/Adventure groups). They are following the NEPA process and would love to
help out where they can all we have to do is let them know.
Brittney Peregoff, with Business Member Where 2 Wheel, spoke about their work on getting a legal off-road park up
and running in the Hampton Roads area. Hopefully the opening of the park will be July of this year. They have already
got the permits approved and are just finalizing the last-minute details.
Our Treasurer, Paul Szabo and President, Jesse Schneirla discussed the budget for the upcoming year. The budget
is broken down in categories. Paul explained what we are doing with our funds. The budget was approved for the 2021
year.
We held nominations for the offices of Vice President, Treasurer, and Secretary. Nominations were Schneirla-Vice
President, Paul Szabo-Treasurer and Russ Murphy-Secretary. There were no other nominations so these members were
voted back in to their current positions.
Vice President, Sandy Schneirla, discussed being contacted by VOAD and Team Rubicon. They are organizations that
work with emergency response and national disasters. We have signed on for transportation and recovery to assist them
in the future.
President, Jesse Schneirla closed with saying that we as an association really appreciate all that everyone does to support the off-road community and that everyone who took time out of their Sunday to attend the meeting. The meeting
adjourned at 2:45.
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Editorial Calendar
Fall—Due 8.1.2021
21
Winter—Due 11.1.20
22
Spring—-Due 2.1.20
22
Summer—Due 5.1.20

VA4WDA
Board of Directors

4 page & submitted
*All ads must be 1/
in JPEG format.

President: Jesse Schneirla,
president@va4wda.org
Vice President: Sandy Schneirla
vicepresident@va4wda.org
Treasurer: Paul Szabo,
treasurer@va4wda.org
Secretary: Russ Murphy,
secretary@va4wda.org
Member-At-Large 1: John Nachman,
memberatlarge1@va4wda.org
Member-At-Large 2: Chad Thompson,
memberatlarge2@va4wda.org
Member-At-Large 3: Gerald Hall,
memberatlarge3@va4wda.org
Land Use Coordinator: Mark
Mormando,
landuse@va4wda.org
Newsletter Editor: Heather Wood,
editor@va4wda.org

Have you moved?
Send an email to
secretary@va4wda.org
with your new mailing address

Are you on
Facebook
or Twitter?
We are!
Search for VA4WDA on social media
& tag us in your photos!
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A Word From VA4WDA
Now that restrictions are easing I’m seeing more and more trail rides and people enjoying the
sport we love using the public lands we defend to keep open. Now that the weather is getting better I plan
to get out more and enjoy it. Speaking of enjoying it, Sandy and I got to attend our first “Wheelin for Hope”
event last weekend. It was great seeing everyone on the trail again. It was even better to just get to wheel
for once. Even though Saturday night was a little wet, the weekend was a blast. If you haven’t been to this
event I recommend it as it is a quality event that goes to a good cause. I want to thank all those that work
very hard, as Sandy and I know, to put this event on year after year. Plus I also got a sweet spinner to mount
on my Jeep spare!
VA4WDA is moving ahead full steam to put on the 2021 VA4WDA Fall Run 17-18 September, 2021
at Oak Ridge Estate. Registration for the event will be opening 17 July at noon. So if you not current with
you VA4WDA dues to receive the $40 discount I would make sure that is done prior to the registration date.
The schedule will be wheeling Friday and Saturday with a meal provided on Saturday night. Plus there is a
small raffle that happens that night also. Speaking of raffle, we are always looking to accept donations for
the raffle from groups, clubs and sponsors. For more information please contact Sandy at vicepresident@va4wda.org. Don’t forget that we again will be having a food drive for the Nelson County Food Pantry, so start saving that canned food for this drive. Hope to see everyone there.
Our membership has decreased during the pandemic and we would like to build our numbers
back-up to the level we were at prior to March of last year. Remember that for your $15 you get newsletters
keeping you informed on what is going on in VA4WDA and most importantly you get a $40 discount on
your registration for the 2021 VA4WDA Fall Run. So if you do the math you are saving money by joining
VA4WDA. So let’s get your wheeling friends to join the Association to help the fight at keeping our public
lands open to the sport we love.

See you on the trail,
Jesse
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Web Admin Needed!
VA4WDA is looking for someone to manage our website.
www.va4wda.org. This is an integral part of our organization.
You will be working closely with the board of directors. This
position requires minimal day-to-day monitoring. Tasks
include: regular management of the website, adding and
removing business memberships, updating front page
information, uploading and linking the quarterly newsletter,
and managing the calendar of events. The site itself is
managed server side, utilizing the host web-design platform. It
is intuitive. Knowledge of photo editing is a plus. Working with
PayPal is required. Our current administrator built the site so
someone with moderate skills can take over and learn the
system. If you have experience working with Web Hosting and
basic site management, please send your information to
admin@va4wda.org. Thank
you!
~Kevin McDermott, VA4WDA Administrator.
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36th Annual Surf Fishing Tournament
The Richmond area Capital City Four Wheel Drive Club is excited to host its 36th
Annual Surf Fishing Tournament October 16 & 17, 2021 at the Outer Banks of North
Carolina. It is a 24 hour tournament beginning after packet and doorprize pick up at 7
AM on Saturday at the Buxton Beach Access Point and the Fessenden Center in
Buxton, NC. Final fish weigh-in will end at 9AM Sunday morning at the Fessenden
Center. Winners in the 8 categories will be announced on Facebook and winners
contacted immediately following weigh in closing. The prizes total at least $1575 and
are varied for 1st and 2nd place fish in each category. Also, thanks to the many
friends, merchants, and businesses in the Outer Banks and in the Richmond area,
there will be many door prizes won by drawing. Currently, we are planning to maintain
the socially distant procedures utilized last year, but this is subject to change if policy
changes occur. This event is a wonderful opportunity to fish at a great time of year,
exercise some four wheeling skills in the sand, and to safely get together outdoors
with friends both new and old.
Entry and mailing list information is available at the club’s web site http://
capitalcityfourwheelersva.com and on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/
CCFWclub/. The entry fee is $35 and those who send in entry forms and are received
by the club before September 15th, will get a free T-Shirt. If you enjoy surf fishing, four
wheeling, and fun, come join us.
-Capital City Four Wheelers, Heather Vaughan, 2021 Tournament Chairman
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VA4WDA Earth Day Clean-Up
June 12th 2021
I know it wasn't really Earth Day, but this was VA4WDA Bald Mountain clean up in the George
Washington National Forrest. Some of the 22 volunteers started showing up on Friday
afternoon in the rainy weather. A majority of us hung out around the shelter with a nice fire
going in the fire place. After a decent night's sleep, more people trickled in early Saturday
morning. Everyone was pumped up and ready to do some much-needed trail maintenance
and trash pickup.
Jesse Schneirla and Ranger Beres held a driver's meeting
with safety info, and got the groups ready to go. Tom Lassen
took the majority of the group up on Bald Mountain Big
Levels Forestry Road 162. The volunteers worked together
to clear the sides of the trail from branches hanging over the
main trail road. We also tried to remove as much trash as
possible. The other group handled the Coal Road, 7 miles off
fire road. We estimated we walked about 10 miles removing
trash. We found lots of cans and bottles, a Jeep bumper
cover and even an inner wheel well. But our best find being
a brown leather couch, with both ends that reclined. We removed 30 to 35
bags of trash, along with other large debris.
Prior to the groups gathering for dinner, a yellow jacket hive had to be
removed from the picnic table so our guest could eat without worry of being
stung. Our bee removal team did an amazing job. No stings or injuries, but
lots of laughs from the bystanders on the sidelines.
The 2 groups met back up for dinner donated by VA4WDA at the shelter. Jesse did an
amazing job cooking up the meal. Hamburgers, hotdogs, brats, and all the fixings to go with it.
The volunteers talked about the trails and how they really enjoyed helping with this event. It's
amazing who you might meet when at these events. We had a 3 person group that worked
with each other, even though they had never met. A police officer, a fire fighter and a
dispatcher, all from Norfolk Virginia. It's awesome to see old friends and meet new ones.
Until next time,
Mark Mormando
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“It’s a jeep thing, you just don’t get it”
So I’ve been involved in organized off-road clubs, businesses, events, since 2006 when I was introduced to John Hunt at Big Dog’s Icebreaker event. I’ve taken an active role as an administrator for online forums, websites, Facebook etc. I’ve been involved with the Virginia
Four Wheel Drive Association and I’m in my 11th year as the administrator for their websites and communications.
In all these years I have been so impressed with the friendships I’ve made within the off-road community and the people involved. There’s a
lot of selfless dedication to our sport, unsung heroes that make a difference every day. Sometimes you may not see it but you know what
happens. Wrenching parties, club events, the oh-so important off-road trails, trips, and camping.
Again with all these years of being involved in the community some of my friends from childhood will ask me the proverbial Jeep question. I
always start out by saying I’m no mechanic but I pay one very well. And then I go on to give them any insight I may have into an issue, an
event, their rigs capability, etc.
Recently I had an old friend from high school days contact me through Facebook. He had a very backwards question that made me smile.
His question was; “Do you think I should sell my jeep? It rides like crap and I just don’t like it.” Whoa, hold on a minute. You don’t like your
jeep, I asked? He went on to explain that it pulled all over the road and he was unsure if it was the jeep or the tires. He asked if I would come
over and check it out.
Some of you who might know me would laugh. I basically don’t turn wrenches, and have to ask which screwdriver to use in which situation.
Unless of course you want a network infrastructure at your business I can help you set that up. Well this friend, who I’ve seen a couple times
in the last 40 years, lives not too far. I drove over one Saturday morning with a hot mug of coffee. My friend Chris was all smiles as I pulled
into his drive. His jeep was in the carport just sitting there even I could tell it needed to be driven. As I walked over he said tell me what you
think of these tires? But my eye was wondering, you see In front of the jeep was a ‘67 Firebird and oh my goodness it was gorgeous. Back to
his issues.
Now I may not be a mechanic but as I mentioned I pay one well and he happens to be a friend of mine. This is crucial in the jeep world specially when you’re building rock crawlers. Well my mechanic taught me all about front end issues, death wobble, bump steer, balancing etc.
So I went to looking around the jeep. I had Chris sit in the Jeep rocking the wheel looking for any of the typical issues you might find, u-joints,
tire wear, loose jam nuts you know the typical drive line issues.
I didn’t see any so I suggested to him we take it for a drive. Now we live in New Kent County and some of the back roads are narrow and
let’s just say a little bit sketchy. I will tell you this the jeep drove absolutely horrible. It was pulling to the left to the right, it was doing just what
the tires wanted it to. But there’s a problem, the driver just wants a nice ride.
It’s a Jeep thing you wouldn’t understand right? Well I would understand! We got out to the main road and it drove fine, great actually as I’m
used to lifted jeeps and this was a non-lifted Sahara. Now this is where the community comes in.
I went to Facebook and posted in one of my local jeep clubs Middle Peninsula Jeep Association Inc. I asked if I could borrow somebody’s
takeoff stock wheels. I got a few jokes, a few questions. Then about a week later I was contacted by somebody who said they knew me 40
years ago and it’s been a while but he had some takeoffs that I could use to help my other friend out. About a week later I drove out to this
guy house in Gloucester it’s about a 30 minute drive but beautiful. It turns out this guy Barry and I have quite a few friends in common we
ended up chatting for a good hour before I left with his wheels in the back of my truck. No money exchanged hands just a handshake and
the fact it we knew people in common some 40 years ago. Well it took about a week and I got over to my friend Chris’s house, remember
Chris and I were friends some 40 years ago also. We didn’t go to the same high school but we had friends in common. So we’re putting the
stock tires on his Sahara and in the conversation it dawned on me that Chris and Barry may just know each other. So I said to Chris do you
know a guy name Barry W and mentioned a place that they worked in common again 30-40 years ago. He said yes actually he gave me an
engine for my Toyota and we put it in at his house. That’s when I told Chris, that Barry lent us the tires to try. The tires worked out great and
Chris decided he wanted to buy them so I put him in touch with Barry and they took it from there and made a deal.
Funny how it can turn out that two people I knew 40 years ago contacted me because of my involvement in the off road community in Virginia. So I get to be the good guy once again, bringing two old friends together and getting to reminisce about other friends from years ago.
Well the story doesn’t end there, now we’re in the small world realm. When talking to Barry he mentioned that his father lived in Lee Hall
Virginia, well I lived there for 17 years as well. And it just so happens my neighbor grew up in Lee Hall. Yesterday I contacted Barry and
asked him if he knew a guy named Billy W. Barry responded yes we are lifelong family friends. Now for the fun part Billy lives across the
street for me out here in the country we never met before I moved here. Now my little effort to help an old friend out brought me together with
an old mutual friend, brought them together after 35 years and it turns out he is a family friend of a great neighbor who lives across the way.
It’s a Jeep thing some people just don’t understand, but it’s a wonderful community to be involved with. Now be safe, the season is upon us.
Wear your seatbelts and go enjoy!!
-Kevin McDermott
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Looking for a new wheeling spot? Check out
Core 4x4’s website for their latest trail reports.
http://core4x4.org/trail-reports/
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2021 Calendar of Events
Keep up-to-date! Visit www.VA4WDA.org for more events!
Please remember to double check all events for cancellations or postponements due to the COVDI-19 pandemic.

Aug 6-8 2021 Big Dogs Summer Slam
https://live.bigdogsoffroad.com/shop
Sep 10-12 2021 Big Dogs Main Jambo
https://live.bigdogsoffroad.com/shop
Sept 17-18 2021 VA4WDA Fall Run, Nelson County, VA
Oct 2 2021 14th Annual Carova Beach Clean Up hosted by
Tidewater Broncos
Oct 15-17 2021 Big Dogs Fall Crawl
https://live.bigdogsoffroad.com/shop
October 16-17 2021 CCFW 36th Annual Surf Fishing
Tournament, Outer Banks
http://capitalcityfourwheelersva.com

List your event here!
Just email the editor at
editor@va4wda.org

Virginia Four Wheel Drive Association
P.O. Box 6612
Virginia Beach VA 23456
"Serving Virginia's four wheelers"

